Rabbit antiserum to a citric acid extract of human skeletal muscle staining thymomas from myasthenia gravis patients.
Rabbit antiserum to a citric acid extract of human skeletal muscle (CA) stained both the cell membrane and the cross-striational bands of skeletal muscle cells. The rabbit antiserum also stained the cell membrane of epithelial thymoma cells from myasthenia gravis (MG) patients. Normal and hyperplastic thymus tissue were not stained, apart from scattered myoid thymic cells. Absorption of the antiserum with CA abolished staining of the thymoma, indicating that human skeletal muscle and epithelial thymoma cells possess common antigens.